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Robert Henry Davies
“Three Pals wounded” from the Wigan Examiner, 15th January, 1916.

“We reproduce a photo of three Wigan Pals who have all been wounded.

Reading from left to right the names are Privates Wm. Simm, Robert Davies and J. Shovelton, all of Crooke Hall-yard, Standish Lower Ground. They all enlisted together on August 26th, 1914, and went to the Dardanelles in July, 1915.

Wm. Simm was wounded at Suvla Bay on August 14th by a bullet through his hand; Robert Davies was wounded by shrapnel on August 12th; J. Shovelton was wounded on August 9th, he having sustained compound fracture of the leg, and is in hospital in Birmingham. The first two mentioned returned to the trenches and took part in several bayonet charges. These pals were drawers at Taylor Pit.”

We have not yet been able to find further evidence about a Wigan Pals battalion.
This was private 11410, Robert Henry Davies, of the 6th battalion, the Border Regiment, who died on 26th November, 1916.
Robert’s service record
We have Robert’s service record. He seems to have joined up very early, on 27th August, 1914. He was born and enlisted in Wigan.
Described as 22years and 29 days old, 5’ 3” with ruddy complexion, blue eyes and dark brown hair. He had had childhood vaccinations. The little finger of his right hand had been amputated in the past due to an injury. He had 6/12 vision in both eyes - today we would say he needed distance glasses, but he was declared fit anyway.
Was wounded in action (gunshot wound lower extremities) in the Dardanelles in Aug 1915.
1st April 1916 charged 5½d for loss of kit (a holdall) by neglect. 11th Dec 1915 admitted to hospital in Suvla Bay (Dardanelles) “sick”; rejoined unit on 5th Feb 1916. 9th Sept 1916 admitted to field hospital with “bronchitis” rejoined unit 16th Sept 1916

In his service records is a copy of a death certificate (of his mother Elizabeth Davies) who died aged 47 on 12th Aug 1916 at 76 Crooke of carcinoma of uterus; perhaps he was informed of his mother's death by his commanding officer or perhaps he received the news in a letter from home.
Killed in action 26th Nov 1916; his effects and correspondence to be sent to Mr Robert Davies 76 Crooke.
His next of kin listed as parents Robert and Elizabeth Davies, siblings Allen, Sarah and Hannah, all of 76 Crooke. On the CWGC website he is shown as the brother of Mrs Sarah Pemberton of 70, Crooke. This was his sister Sarah who married in 1918.
Robert’s family
In the 1901 census, Robert is shown as the second of five children of Robert and Elizabeth Davies, all under thirteen, living at 32, Bradford Place, Wigan. The road no longer exists.
Ten years later, the eldest son had left home and another child had been born. Now the family was living at 76, Crooke. Father, also called Robert, was a coal miner, hewer, as was Robert junior, a drawer at Taylor Pit, and Sarah, the eldest daughter, was “sorting coal on belt”.

Without wishing to be sentimental, one could imagine that life in a (back to back?) two up two down house in Wigan was a bit tough, that work in the pit wasn’t much fun, and that, in August 1914, going off to fight in France might seem a not unreasonable alternative.
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If Robert was a drawer in the pit he would have had to push or pull the pit tubs from where the coal was cut to the winch which pulled the tubs to the surface.

(Picture from Wigan Archive services)

Sarah would have sorted the coal which Robert senior had cut, and which Robert junior had brought to the surface.

What happened to Robert?

As can be seen from his service record, Robert had previously served in the Gallipoli campaign, where he was wounded, before his regiment moved to France.
He is remembered on the Thièpval Memorial near Albert, about 70 miles south east of Calais. Thièpval is the main memorial for those who died at the fighting on the Somme.

Internet research cannot find activity on 26th November, 1916 which might have involved Robert. Robert’s body was never identified, which suggests that he was killed by shell fire, or his identification was lost, or he disappeared into the ground before his body could be found.
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The last activity on the Somme before winter closed in at the end of 1916 was the battle of Ancre. Although this ended on 11th November, 1916, isolated skirmishes may have taken place later; or, perhaps, it was only on 26th November that a proper account was taken of casualties.
Robert is remembered here.
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